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ARGENTINA. On Dec. 2, Alfredo Miroli, director of the National Program to Fight AIDS, said
that about 70% of the victims of the Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) are drug
addicts. He said the average age of the victims is 33 for men and 26 for women. BRAZIL. On Nov.
24, Ivan de Oliveira Castro, of the Emilio Ribas Institute, told a symposium on AIDS that the use of
contaminated needles to inject drugs is the principal cause of transmission of the disease among
Brazilian youth. Contaminated needles accounted for 76.4% of the 183 adolescent patients seen by
Oliveira Castro between 1980 and 1992, while sexual transmission among heterosexuals accounted
for 8% and homosexual transmission 5.7%. In the US, contaminated needles account for about
20% of AIDS transmission among adolescents. According to the Brazilian Health Ministry, 1,023
adolescents with AIDS had been reported as of the beginning of October. The Health Ministry
reported a total of 31,466 cases of AIDS in the country, and estimated that about 450,000 Brazilians
are carriers of the Human Immuno- deficiency Virus (HIV). Of the total AIDS cases reported, 13,874
have died. CHILE. According to a Health Ministry report released Nov. 29, there are currently 607
Chileans suffering from AIDS and 953 who have tested positive for HIV. Deputy minister Patricio
Silva, who heads the National AIDS Commission, said the Health Ministry may be underestimating
the number of AIDS and HIV victims in the country. He said the National Commission has
knowledge of 2,900 people with HIV. According to the Health Ministry report, 85% of the known
AIDS cases are between the ages of 15 and 49, and 94% of the total are male. The Health Ministry
indicated that the number of AIDS cases has increased an average of 30% per year, while HIV
infection has increased at a 46% annual rate. On Nov. 30, the Health Ministry announced that the
government will provide the drug AZT at a subsidized price to individuals with AIDS. At present, a
bottle of 100 pills of the drug, which slows the deterioration of the immune system and hinders the
advance of the virus, costs about US$200. DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. On Dec. 2, Ney Airas Lora, of
the Social Security Institute, told reporters that between 50,000 and 70,000 Dominicans are carriers
of HIV. According to official sources, there are 1,574 cases of AIDS in the country. (Sources: El
Mercurio (Chile), 11/29/92; La Nacion (Chile), 11/29/92, 11/30/92; Agence France-Presse, 11/24/92,
12/02/92; Spanish news service EFE, 11/29/92, 12/02/92)
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